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1 / LAUNCHING A COMPANY
Dialogue 1
(Alice and her mother, Theresa; in the kitchen)
1.1.1

T: I’m not so sure about the whole thing, Alice. You’re very bright –
we both know it – and I see how determined you are, but 		
setting up a company by yourself? I mean – your degree is 		
in the history of art! You don’t have the necessary qualifications!
A: Neither did Richard Branson when he started his company,
and he’s been fairly successful in what he’s been doing, don’t 		
you think? I’m a quick learner − I’ll pick up what I need to know
in no time!
T: Well, do you at least know if you can handle being a manager?
From what I remember, you have never been particularly
well−organized or even punctual, if the truth be told.
A: Things have changed a bit since I was a teenager, mum. I think
I have exactly what it takes to carry it off. To start with, I’m very
hard−working – you can’t deny it! I graduated from university 		
with flying colours. Secondly, I’ve got really strong interper−		
sonal skills. I think I’ll be great at winning new clients. After all,
the kids at school loved me. Also when I worked as a waitress,
back in my university days, I got really large tips.
T: That doesn’t really prove anything.
A: As a matter of fact it does. I know how to be flexible – working
and studying at the same time was quite a challenge.
T: But what about stress and pressure?
A: I can cope with stress, and actually I enjoy high pressure 		
situations.
T: But you could start by doing an internship, or maybe working 		
for a year or two in some large company. Take your time,
learn a few tricks.
A: I’m not a nine−to−five type, mum. And I’m too independent to 		
work as a member of a team. No, I want to do it my way –
work flexitime, be self−motivated rather than bossed around 		
by somebody else.
T: Well, if that’s the way you want it… Tell me one thing, though: 		
where do you intend to get the money from?
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Exercise 1
Listen to the Dialogue again. Write the missing information –
a word, two words, or a number – in the gaps.
1. Theresa sees how

her daughter is to set up a company.

2. She also thinks Alice doesn’t have the necessary

.

3. One thing Theresa can’t deny is that her daughter is extremely
.
4. She graduated from university with

.

5. When Alice was still a student, she worked as a

.

6. She considers working and studying at the same time to be quite
a
.
7. Theresa thinks that if Alice worked for a company, she could learn
a
.
8. One of the reasons why Alice doesn’t want to work for a company
is that she doesn’t like being
by others.

Exercise 2
What do the underlined expressions mean?
1. I spent a few years at Harvard, but I never got a degree.
a) results
b) academic title
c) job
2. It’s an easy task – such a quick learner as yourself will pick it up in
an hour.
a) person that is very strong
b) person that acquires new skills easily
c) person that is not very intelligent
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Exercise 3
Fill the gaps in the sentences with suitable phrases from the box.
handle
be successful
carried
setting
graduated
do an internship
work flexitime
1. I

from the London School of Economics in 2001.

2. Nobody expected our company to win the contract, but because
our sales director made such a good presentation we
it off.
3. I don’t think I can

working with him much longer.

4. She is a very well−organized person. There’s a good chance she
will
in her career.
5. Students who pass their exams with flying colours will be invited
to
at our company.
6. Without being self−motivated, it’s almost impossible to
7. I was thinking about
a well−paid job.

.

up a company, but then I got

Language trivia
nine−to−five work – (originally US) work regulated by a strict
time schedule. According to a popular stereotype, it is financially
secure, but at the same time it is often associated with monotony
and constant supervision from the boss.
A nine−to−fiver is sometimes characterized as being unmotivated
and submissive in comparison to free−thinking, hard−working
people who set up their own businesses.
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